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Spring is here, love is in the air and all is 
well with the world. 
 
Birds and bees, lambs and rabbits - it‟s all 
just wonderful.  We live here in the best 
place on the planet, the daffodils are out 
and the hedges are greening up.  And the 
shops are just down the road!!  Does it get 
any better than this? 
 
I think several swallows probably do make 
a summer, so it‟s with grateful thanks to 
John Croxton for seeing more than one 
that we welcome the sunshine! 
 
The houses next door to us are almost 
finished, and we are very much looking 
forward to the next phase of village green 
life.   
 
And speaking of village green life, 
Marianna and Robin have become 
delightfully speechless about their first 
grandchild - Sophia.  Congratulations to 
the whole family. 
 
No room for the History Project - which 
has just gone mad this last month!!  BUT 
we look forward to seeing as many of you 
as possible at the Execution Field 
(opposite the entrance to Duck Lane) on 
Good Friday at about 2.30pm - direct 
descendants of the Wall family (of Kenn 
Hangings fame) are coming to have a look 
at their past… Local historians will be 
available for close questioning, so we‟re 
hoping for good weather and a warm 
village welcome.  
 
John Griffin wanted me to bring the 
Maltese bird slaughtering to your 
attention, which I gladly do.  See page 20. 
 
Sport Relief was brilliant.  Just brilliant.  
We watched Eddie Izzard running 43 
marathons in 51 days to raise money for 
mosquito nets.  He raised over a million 
pounds.  He never gave up.   
 
Makes you think. 

Hazel 
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Down on the Farm 
 

 
These notes are being written in mid-March.  The very frosty nights are still with us.  All growth is at 
a standstill as it has been for the past four months.  One thing about it, the days have produced 
beautiful sunshine making it very pleasant.  Before the skies got clear, this winter had been 
dominated by very grey cold weather.  It is a long time since we have had such a long spell of 
continuous cold weather. 
 
In spite of it being very cold at night, it has been dry.  Farmers who lamb their ewes outdoors have 
reported very few losses of lambs due to the weather.  Ewes that are no use for further breeding are 
fetching very high prices for the meat trade due to a shortage.  Most of this type of meat is bought 
by people who have arrived in this country from the East since the last war finished, they don‟t like 
prime lamb, which is just as well, because British people like the very best meat and are prepared to 
pay for it. 
 
The recent lambing program on TV has created a huge amount of interest.  Wherever I go people 
are talking about it.  The program was filmed on a family run farm in Abergavenny in Wales.  
Millions of people have now seen lambs born, one after another, this particular farm seemed to 
have had an excellent lambing season with very few losses. 
 
April is the month all livestock farmers look forward to.  It is the month when all the cattle can be let 
out into the fields once more. 
 
This year the turnout of cattle will be very welcome.  Farmers, like everyone else, have been 
through a very long hard winter. 
 
By the time this magazine is being read, hopefully, we shall have had some warm rain to get the 
grass growing.  Old time farmers have always said that following a hard winter there is a particularly 
good growth of grass the following summer.  Hopefully this will prove right this year.  Many farmers 
are running short of hay, straw and silage and can‟t wait for the fresh spring grass to arrive. 
 
These old time farmers always called the first spring grass “Dr. Green” because it helped cattle and 
sheep back into healthy condition after struggling through a hard winter. 
 

Ray Naish 

 
All forms of wildlife, like deer, have had a very tough time scratching a living where everything is 
frost-burned and dried up. I expect large numbers will have failed to survive. 

Kenn Festival June 25th - 27th 
 
Flowers in St John’s Church 
 
The arrangements are well in hand for this event with Clevedon Flower Club and help from some 
ladies of Kenn.  If anyone else would like to help with the flowers, to do an arrangement or just wish 
to make a donation with a dedication in memory of a loved one please contact me. 
 
We are also hoping for a few more stewards to help over the two days to spend an hour at a time in 
the church.  Again, please contact me. 
 

Grace Griffin 872948 
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The Prodigal Duck 
 

Yew Tree farm has many types of creatures, not least an extensive and varied collection of pet 
poultry.  We have Trevor ad Tracey Turkey, Percy Partridge and Gandalf Goose, for instance.  I am 
forever grateful to my neighbours for their tolerance of my beloved cockerel collection, which is 
slowly reducing in size but not, alas, in vocal noise.  The last one to arrive was handed in at a Bristol 
police station after joy riding on a bus!  Some are from the Bristol Dogs home and others have been 
hatched from eBay eggs.  Then there are the ducks....  
  
I have written this by way of expressing my thanks to my neighbours and the regeneration of my 
faith after a recent incident of bird antics nearly sent me round the bend completely - here is the 
story. 
  
On one of my bird retail therapy expeditions I had the good fortune to win at auction three utterly 
beautiful Muscovy duck sisters.  I had never seen such gems before and just had to have them; 
they were totally exquisite with lovely feet, beaks and silky bodies and varied patterned 
feathers.  I showed them off to my husband who, strangely, was not so bowled over.  I suppose it‟s 
a bit like new shoes and a handbag, he wouldn't appreciate those either!   I deposited my latest 
acquisitions within a lovely fenced pen and presented them like new debutantes on the social circuit 
to their new hunky drake.  He was quite impressed too!  He ran about doing a head bobbing dance 
to enchant them. 

 

Horror of horrors; a few hours later one flew off, (silly me - I had not clipped their flight feathers!)  I 
was bereft and immediately knocked on doors, walked fields and ferreted through hedges - to no 
avail.  A few days later  Margaret and John Ball popped round to report a suspect duck in their 
garden, so off we all went and searched.  The crafty duck was swimming in the river at the bottom 
of the Balls garden/ Brian‟s field.  Brian and Julie Stowell were duly consulted and Robert and I 
ventured over their land making daily and nightly trips to try to catch her.  All sorts of attempts were 
'hatched' and sprung, but all failed.  
 

In the meantime the duck had become quite tame and would fly to my feet when I arrived to check 
on her, but I could never quite catch her.   I named her Kennedy, but hoped the fox would not 
assassinate her! 
 

Then one dark, damp, windy night I ambled across  Brian's field to Davis Lane and called upon Avril 
to beg a fishing net (Avril is in the British fishing team).  She very kindly equipped me and I headed 
back.  It was pitch dark, no moon and the ground was unfamiliar.   However I doggedly continued 
towards the river.  Half way I became overwhelmed with utter misery, was totally fed up and feeling 
extremely foolish.  I stood still in the dark, looked skywards and howled with frustration and self pity 
over my loss of a daft but dearest little duck.  How could I safely catch her before the local fox did!  I 
sent up a prayer to get her safely home, after all she was not a natural breed for the river, was just 
four months old and I had grown so fond of her now.  What a sad sight indeed!  I have much more 
important concerns, but this issue was overwhelming my very being...as small things do.  
  
So life continued as it should, and then two days later I happened to be very late for work 
and hurried absent-mindedly into our garden to feed the farm poultry.  There I came face to face 
with my missing duck right next to an open, empty bird pen, which should have been cleared away, 
but as yet had not.  I quickly threw some corn into the pen and she walked into it!  Shutting the 
door behind her I stood in stunned disbelief at the miraculous scene.  It was a wonderful moment of 
realisation.  It cheered me deeply and I am still resonating with happiness.  Kennedy was duly 
returned to her sisters company and much head bobbing and duck partying was subsequently 
had.  Freedom for her must have been quite an adventure, but the company of those known to her 
seems to content her more.  All is very well...       

Lise Willcox 



KENN NEWS & VIEWS ISSUE 260 APRIL 2010  

5 

Margaret’s Mutterings 
 
 

Jack Butland 
 

Kenn‟s own footballer, Jack Butland, of Hazel Cottage, who recently celebrated his 17
th
 birthday has 

been given a Contract by Birmingham City Football Club, which makes him a professional. 
 
 

Brian and Juliet Stowell 
 

11.00am Wednesday 16
th
 March 1960 at St Mary‟s Church, Yatton, the Reverend Beachey 

officiated at the wedding of Brian Martyn Stowell and Juliet Mary West-Gaul.  Roger Stowell was 
best man. 
 

Brian and Juliet moved into the family home, New House Farm (now Chaseside), then in 1965 
moved into the new New House Farm where they brought up their two daughters Clare and Katy.  
Recently they have been blessed with 
four grandchildren, Sam, Tom, Ollie and 
Ella. 
 

On Tuesday 16
th
 March 2010 our flag 

was flown in celebration and St. John‟s 
tower  was floodlit. 
 

While receiving messages of 
congratulation Brian remarked, with a 
smile, “This was a real life sentence” – 
Julie agreed! 
 

With an eye to the future, Brian has had 
a considerable amount of hedging laid 
professionally by Mr. Clutterbuck of 
Stanton Drew.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

New Baby News 
 

We send our best wishes to Asia, who comes from Poland, who used to live with her late husband 
George at Kenn Court Cottages and until a few months ago served at The Drum and Monkey.  Asia, 
who has remarried, gave birth to Maria Alexandra on Wednesday 10

th
 March.  We understand that 

they are doing well and the family is now living in Clevedon. 
 

More New Baby News 
 

Congratulations to Robin and Marianna on the safe arrival of their first grandchild, Sophia Emily 
Ruth Mackay in Cyprus on St. Patrick‟s Day 17

th
 March, in Cyprus.  Our flag and floodlighting were 

again put to good use. 
 

Diamond Wedding Anniversary – Ray and Jean Naish 10
th

 April 2010. 
 

Ray and Jean were married on a very wet and windy day at the old church, St. Andrews in 
Clevedon on the 10

th
 April 1950 – we send them our congratulations and best wishes for a lovely 

day. 

Hedge laid at the Old Plough Ground, New House Farm, Kenn. 
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KENN WOMEN’S INSTITUTE 
 
 
At the start of the March meeting of the W.I. members stood in tribute to long-standing member 
Jean Ings who has recently died.  Jean was a caterer, gardener, flower arranger and superb 
craftswoman but her principle talent was that of friendship and she will be greatly missed by us all.  
Our hearts go out to her family. 
 
Mr. Robert Tinker gave us a fascinating talk on seaside piers.  He started with a brief history of piers 
throughout the United Kingdom but as he had been chief engineer on the Weston super Mare 
Grand Pier the main part of his talk was concerned with that.  You may be certain that he is 
watching its reconstruction with an eagle eye. 
 
Mr. Tinney is making a very welcome return at the April meeting to continue with his reminiscences 
of growing up in the Mendips during the 1950s and 1960s.  He stirs many memories for those of us 
who were young at the same time and lived in the countryside too.  The competition is for 5 
specimen daffodils.  As a lot of the spring flowers have been delayed this year because of the cold, 
they should be at their best for the meeting. 
 
A team of kurlers from Kenn covered itself with glory at a competition at Tickenham and will 
progress to the next round later in the year.  They found it great fun and we hope to arrange an 
evening when all our members can have a go. 
 
If you feel you would like to join us the meetings are on the second Wednesday of the month in the 
Village Hall at 7.30 p.m. 
 

Ann Holtham 

PARISH COUNCIL NOTES 
 
The next meeting of the Parish Council, which will also be the occasion of the Annual Parish 
Meeting, will be held on Tuesday 12

th
 April.  Please note that it is a week later than usual but it was 

felt that it is not a good idea to hold it on Easter Monday. 
 
All parishioners are very welcome at meetings and there is an opportunity for them to speak. 
 
I expect you will have seen in your copy of North Somerset Life that the new arrangements for 
refuse collection and recycling are now well advanced.  Kenn‟s collections will take place on 
Tuesdays and the new regime will begin in July.  Letters are going to every household detailing the 
size of wheelie bin that will be delivered. 
 
You will also get another recycling box, a small caddy for food waste and a bigger one to go outside 
your property.  These have a special catch so that they should be animal proof. Please do not 
hesitate to contact North Somerset at the address given if you feel that your property is not suitable 
for a wheelie or you are physically unable to cope with one.  North Somerset is more than willing to 
make special arrangements for you. 
 
The Officer in charge of bus stops duly arrived and a place was fixed to put the marker and 
timetable.  We may have to wait a while for the raised kerb but it will come, believe me. 
 

Ann Holtham 
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Andrew Jenkins 
 

Several years ago, while Andrew was studying at Plymouth University, he gave blood and was 
asked if he would be prepared to give a blood sample for the Anthony Nolan Trust to become a 
bone marrow donor - this he did. 

In December last year he was told that he „had a match‟.  After several more blood tests and a 
medical it was planned that he should go to University College Hospital in London to give stem cells 
for a matching recipient. 

For four days, he had a nurse come and inject him with a solution, which encouraged stem cells to 
grow in large amounts, which flowed into his blood.  On the 9

th
 March he was admitted to the 

hospital and the stem cells were taken out by a procedure, which is very much like dialysis. 

During the procedure, lasting 5 hours, 10 million cells were taken of which 4 million were needed for 
the person who we assumed was a man as his weight was given as 85kg. 

The stem cells had to reach their destination within 72 hours of harvesting, so the anonymous 
recipient could have been anywhere in the world, as no information was given to indicate where the 
recipient lived. 

On 20
th
 March Andrew received a letter of thanks from the unknown recipient.    We assume he was 

probably in his late 50s as he is planning to give his daughter in marriage later this year, thanks to 
having the life-saving treatment. 

Mum Heather and Grandparents Ray and Jean Naish are really proud of Andrew knowing that he 
has saved an anonymous person. 

Well done Andrew, it is much easier to sign a Donor Card to be used after your death than it is to be 
so amazingly generous while you are fit and well! 

 

Margaret Ball 

Ladies Day at Royal Ascot Thursday 17th June 
 

We‟re organising a coach party from Kingston Seymour, and would love to have the company of our 
friends from Kenn if any would like to come. 
 

Cost is £45 (coach and entrance) and we‟re taking a “right proper bring and share” picnic lunch. 
 

The coach will leave Kingston at 9am and we‟ll be home again about 8.30pm. 
 

Let me know as soon as possible if you‟re interested and I can let you have a booking form and 
more information.  It needs to be booked by April 20th. 
 

Sue Thomas 
01934 833593 

From the Editor’s Desk - 
 

I had a little note from a gentleman who signs himself JHON ALLDAY, NAILSEA. 
 

If you know how I can contact this gentleman, or if you are indeed he, could you let me know?  Then 
I can check that his note is meant for publication and not just a personal note to me, and I can 
include it in next month‟s magazine. 
 

Hazel 
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Jack Butland, Birmingham 
City's rising star, targets the 
very top 
Mar 20 2010 by Colin Tattum, Birmingham Mail 

JACK Butland is only just 17, but he conducts himself like someone twice his age. 
 
And it‟s not just the maturity beyond his years that strikes you on meeting him.  It‟s his sheer size 
and the bucket hands, perfect attributes for the modern-day goalkeeper. 
 
Those who have watched him regularly will tell you all about his agility, a remarkable skill of 
launching the ball clean and far with either foot, and a habit of saving penalties.   
 
No surprise, then, that the Clevedon teenager was immediately tied down to his first professional 
contract by Blues when eligible, last week. 
 
Academy manager Terry Westley has already predicted he is an England No.1 in the making. 
 
"He can go to the top, no question," said Westley. "England's No.1? Yes, if he keeps doing what 
he's doing. 
  
"He kicks it a mile with both feet, he can take goal kicks off left or right foot, it's scary. He's 6ft 4in, 
he's got hands like buckets and he trains magnificently.  

http://www.birminghammail.net/birmingham-sport/birmingham-city-fc/birmingham-city-fc-news/2010/03/20/
http://www.birminghammail.net/authors/colin-tattum/
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"What's he like at college? Spot on. What's he like off the pitch? Excellent. Does he cause you any 
problems when he goes away with England? Never. He's a low maintenance type of player and 
people are talking about him”. 
 
Butland doesn‟t mind such focus and fanfare. He‟s comfortable with it and determined to go all the 
way to the top.   
 
“I have played for England a few times, under-16 and under-17... being in the senior England team 
would be just the greatest feeling,” he said. “It‟s not a problem if that‟s what people think I can do. I 
will always aim for the best, I don‟t settle for second place. I hate losing.  “So that‟s the aim and I 
want to be the best, the best in England.” 
 
Butland, who turned 17 a week last Wednesday, penned a contract until the summer of 2012. 
 
“I‟m so happy signing pro. It was three years to the day since I joined Birmingham.  “It has been 
pretty quick. I have enjoyed it, had a lot of good times already. I am just extremely pleased the way 
it‟s gone and obviously being rewarded for doing well.  “I have got to work even harder now. It‟s a 
great feeling but there is so much more I have got to do to prove I am good enough and hopefully 
become a first-team player, a regular first-team player. That‟s the next aim.” 
 
Goalkeeping coach Dave Watson is another member of the Butland fan club. Yet as a hard task 
master, he will keep him fully focused.   
 
Butland, who stands 6ft 3in tall – and is still growing – remarked: “Dave Watson says I have got it all 
there, the size, I am well built for my age.  “If I can work hard enough, that‟s all it is. I have got to 
push on from here. It‟s a great feeling signing pro, but it means nothing yet. I have got to push for the 
next one, the big contract that ties me down for a long time.” 
 
Butland added: “Dave has been the main part of me developing.  “I‟ve trained this season with Joe 
Hart, Maik Taylor and Colin Doyle. 
 
“Also Terry Westley and the Academy staff have been very supportive and given me a lot of pointers. 
There is a good winning mentality at the club.” 
 
 

Jack Butland 
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Kenn Festival                                 25
th

 to 27
th

 June 2010 

The competition this year will be held in Kenn street and area and will feature the 

We are inviting local Brownie packs, Guide companies, Cub Scout packs, Scout troops and the 
“Kennites” to make Scarecrows that will be placed where, if possible, the owners wish within the 
confines of the walk including front gardens. Those that are on the pavement or public areas we 
will endeavour to get foster families who will take them in on Saturday night out of the cold and get 
them out in time for church on Sunday morning after, of course, they have had their breakfast.  
Judging will take place on Saturday afternoon with final adjudication on Sunday mid morning.  The 
Scarecrows, if possible, and their owners will then be invited to the field at the rear of the village 
hall on Sunday afternoon to have tea and receive their prizes. 
 
What are the rules for making my Scarecrow?  
 
Your scarecrow must be made from scratch.  
Your scarecrow should be well made and be able to withstand all weather conditions.  
Your scarecrow should be a maximum height of 1.8m or thereabouts.  
Your entry may be a single scarecrow, a family or a group.  
Your scarecrow must include an element of plant material which can be dried, fresh or living. 
You are encouraged to use recycled materials.  
You may use props or accessories to enhance your scarecrow.  
Please attach a label to your scarecrow which says the name of your organisation or your name.  
Please give your scarecrow a name and a description (which should be no more than 20 words) 

What are your rewards? 
 
We are pleased to say we have some sponsorship for the competition.  There will be three 
categories. Brownies and Guides, Cub Scouts and Scouts and the Kennites.  In each category 
there will be a 1

st
 prize of £50 a 2

nd
 prize of £30 and a 3

rd
 prize of £20. 

 
If you would like to enter or require any further information please 
contact me.  If you are a Kennite I just need to know you are entering 
and where you wish to place your “scarecrow”.  If you are entering a 
“scarecrow from the Scout or Guide movement we need to arrange a 
visit so that you can choose where you would like to put your 
“scarecrow”.  
 
PS - I would be pleased to hear from any of our villagers who 
would be so kind as to give our visiting Scarecrows B&B for 
the Saturday night.  I promise they will not eat you out of 
house and home.  They just want to be dry and safe from 
urban foxes or the like. 
 

Mike Bell  
Greenacres, Kenn Road, Kenn, Clevedon 

 01934 832518 
Email:- mikelizbell@btinternet.com 
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Useful Numbers: 

 
Village Hall  Booking Secretary:  
  Jean Fenwick 875073 or 
  Irene Stowell 872472 
 
St John the Evangelist Priest in charge:    
  Rev Preb John Andrews  
  01934 830208 
 
Churchwardens:    
  Julia Bush 873554   
  John Ball 874077 
 
Church Floodlighting:  
  David Pugh 874278 

 
     

    Village Flag Flying:  
  Marianna or Robin 340323 or 
  Hazel 349535 
 

    Altar Guild Secretary:  
  Marianna Mackay 340323 
 

    North Somerset Council:   
  01934 888 888 
   out of hours: 
  01934 622 669 
 

    News & Views:  
  Hazel Limage 01275 349535 
     Sheila Naish 01934 838357 
  Margaret Ball 01275 874077 

Pull-out and Keep Centre Section - Dates 

 
  

 

The Village Market in April  
  

will be held in Kenn Village Hall on Saturday, 
April 24th 10:00am till midday.  

Recycling - 13th and 26th April 
  
Green Waste - 7th and 19th 

Kenn Women’s Institute 
  

April 14th Kenn Village Hall, 7:30pm 

KENN CHARITY COFFEE MORNING 
THE NEW CHURCH ROOM 

10.00-12noon 
Saturday 17

th
 April 

 Clevedon Mercury and 
North Somerset Times 

 

Don‟t forget that copies of both these local 
newspapers are freely available in the bar of 
the Drum and Monkey. 
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April     
 1

st
  Clare Hibbs  

 3
rd

  Antonis Papasolomontos 
       Avril Withyman 
 4

th
  Rosie Treble 

 6
th
  Andrea Waters 

 7
th
  Jo Batten 

       Archie James Alexander 
 8

th
  Emma Brooks (Fenwick) 

10
th
  Mary Lamb 

        Anna Edwards 
 

10th -  Jean and Ray Naish Diamond 
Wedding Anniversary (60 years) 

 
12

th
  Richard Evans  

13
th
  Troy Gale 

16
th
  Brian Cook 

19
th
  John Ball  

21
st
  Barbara Middleton 

        Lisa Court 
22

nd
  Liz Jaehme 

23
rd

  Mary Willcox 
        Talitha Stowell 
24

th
  Margaret Ball 

        Emily (Golding-Ellis) 
25

th
  Jeannie Bessant 

        Ruby Bessant 
        Harrison Bessant 
28

th
  Theresa Walters 

29
th
  Miles Naish 

 
2.00 pm Wednesday 7th April 

 
Kenn Village Hall 

 
JUMBLE SALE 

 
Proceeds to 

Village Christmas Parties 2010 
 

Help and Jumble needed 
Contact: 

Jean Fenwick - 01275 875073 
Margaret Ball - 01275 874077 

 
Come and get the outfit for your 

Scarecrow!! 
 

Friends of Kenn Church 
Annual General Meeting  

 
7.30 pm Thursday 22

nd
 April in the new 

room of  
 St. John the Evangelist, Kenn 

 
All Parishioners and Friends are 

invited to attend this meeting 
 

A G E N D A 
 

1  Apologies 
     2   Minutes of Annual General         

           Meeting 23
rd

 April 2009 
3   Matters arising 
4   Finance 
5   Election of Committee 
6  Future Events 

Altar Guild for March: 
 
Rene Stowell and Margaret Bessant 

We flew the flag during March: 
 

At half mast for the death of Jean Ings at the 
end of February and again on the 15th for her 
funeral; 
 

At top mast on the 16th to celebrate the 
Golden Wedding of Brian and Juliet Stowell; 
and 
 

On the 17th to welcome Sophia Emily Ruth 
Mackay, born at midday in Cyprus. 

The Tower was lit: 
 

On the 16th for Brian and Juliet‟s Golden 
Wedding; 
 

On the 17th to celebrate the safe arrival of 
Sophia Mackay: and 
 

On the 27th for Anouk, whose birthday got 
missed off the list in the magazine. 

 
Sue and Dave Pugh’s Coffee Morning  

in the New Room raised £77 for the 
Children‟s Hospice South West 
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Palm Sunday Family Service in Kenn 
 

The March Family Service at St John's started with the blessing of the Palm Crosses which were 
then distributed to the congregation. After the Palm Sunday Bible passage, read by Morgan, Celia, 
equipped with a 'Hosanna banner' made by Sunday Club, and sundry percussion instruments, 
turned everyone in church into the different elements of the crowds who welcomed Jesus into 
Jerusalem. Spot the frauds, the bullies, the sick, the hopeful and the children. Much typecasting and 
giggling, and some thinking. 
 
It was lovely to have a spontaneous 'little ones corner'. After the service there was lots of chatting 
over drinks and biscuits. 

Mothering Sunday at Kenn 
 

During the weeks prior to Mothering Sunday, Kenn Sunday Club had been considering the love 
experienced by children and those who care for them, in a programme based on a resource pack 
from The Children's Society. 
 

This involved craft and raising Anemone plants from corms supplied in the pack. Sales of these 
plants, crafts and the coffee and Simnel cake enjoyed after the service meant £27.10 could be sent 
to the Children's Society. 

KENN'S GOT TALENT!!! 
 

As part of The Kenn Festival, there will be a showcase of talent in the village on the evening of 
Saturday 26th June. This is not a competition, more of a celebration, so don't be shy. Anyone can 
join in. More details in the May KN&V, but if you already know what you would like to do, book your 
slot by putting your details through the mailbox at Quercus, Kenn St. Thank you,      Julia Bush 

The Annual Vestry Meeting of St. John the Evangelist, Kenn 
Easter Sunday 4

th
 April 

 
 
The Vestry Meeting, when Churchwardens are elected for the following year will be held in Kenn 
Church following the 11am Communion Service on the morning on Sunday 4

th
 April, Easter Sunday. 

 
The Vestry Meeting Register in Kenn Church has the names recorded of all the people who have 
attended these meetings for, at least, the past 30 years and in some of the old registers there are 
records going back well over 100 years. 

Guess the Villager 
 
Caroline Holden has clearly not changed at all since her 
first communion picture in last month‟s magazine - still as 
lovely as ever  - as half a dozen of you spotted. 
 

I just love the hair on this little lass - is there perhaps a clue 
there? 
 

Suggestions to Robert, Margaret or me by the end of the 
month, please. 
 

We always need more photos, so if you could dig out your old 
album and have a bit of a riffle that would be great.  All 
originals returned. 
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SERVICES FOR APRIL 2010 
 

MAUNDY THURSDAY 1st April 
11.00am Holy Communion Kenn 
7.30pm Institution of Lord‟s Supper Cleeve 
7.30pm Maundy Thursday Meal with Communion and Vigil Yatton 
9.00pm Watch 'til Midnight Kingston Seymour 
  
GOOD FRIDAY 2nd April 
10.00am  Devotion with drama Cleeve 
10.00am Children's Workshop Yatton 
11.00am  Devotional Service Kenn 
2.00pm  Hour at the Foot of the Cross Kingston   Seymour 
2.00pm The Last Hour Meditation Claverham 
2.00pm The Last Hour Meditation Yatton 
3.30pm Ecumenical Walk over Cadbury Hill 
  
EASTER EVE Saturday 3rd April 
8.00pm Ceremony of New Fire Yatton 

 

1st Sunday 4th EASTER DAY   
8.00am   Holy Communion at Yatton   
9.30am Easter Communion and Decoration of Cross at Yatton  
9.30am  Easter Communion at Cleeve   
11.00am  Easter Family Communion at Claverham   
11.00am Easter Communion at Kenn and Vestry meeting   
11.00am Easter Communion at Kingston Seymour   
6.00pm Evensong at Yatton   
 

2nd Sunday  11th THE SECOND SUNDAY of EASTER 
8:00am Holy Communion at Yatton*   
9:30am Parish Communion at Yatton  
9.30am Holy Communion at Claverham   
11:00am Trinity Praise at Cleeve   
11:00am Holy Communion at Kenn    
6:00pm Evensong at Kingston Seymour*   
6:30pm Holy Communion at Cleeve  
 

3rd Sunday  18th THE THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER 
8.00am  Holy Communion Claverham*   
9.30am  Parish Communion Yatton and Vestry Meeting  
9.30am  Holy Communion Cleeve   
11.00am  Holy Communion Kingston Seymour and Vestry Meeting   
6.00pm  Evensong Kenn*   
 

4th Sunday  25th  THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

8.00am Holy Communion Yatton*     
8.00am Holy Communion Kingston Seymour*     
9.30am Parish Communion Yatton    
9.30am Holy Communion Cleeve     
11.00am Family Service Claverham     
11.00am Family Service Kenn     
6.00pm  Evensong at Kingston Seymour followed by APCM in Village Hall at 7pm   
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HOLY DAYS IN APRIL: 
 

Thursday 22
nd

 April EVE of GEORGE, MARTYR   
7.30pm Holy Communion (Yatton)  
 

Monday 26
th

 MARK THE EVANGELIST  
8.30am Holy Communion (Yatton) 
 

WEEKDAY SERVICES 
Daily:        8.30am Morning Prayer Yatton (not Saturdays or Holy Days) 
Every Wednesday:  10am: Holy Communion Yatton 
1st Wednesday:    11am: Holy Communion Kingston Seymour* 
3rd Wednesday:  11am  Holy Communion Kenn*  
4th Wednesday: 11am: Holy Communion Claverham  
Every Thursday: 9.30am  Holy Communion Cleeve 
    7.30pm:  Holy Communion Yatton  
 
* Book of Common Prayer 
Service information provided by the Rev Preb 
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JEAN INGS 
 
Jean Ings, who had lived in Mead Cottage, Duck Lane for about 40 years sadly died on the last day 
of February.  She celebrated her eightieth birthday in July 2009, a few days before she was felled 
by a stroke.  She fought the effects of the stroke manfully but was not able to recover. 

 
Jean and her late husband, John, came to Kenn in the 1950s not long after they married.  Their 
children Jackie and Stuart were born here.  John and Jean‟s father were able to modernise and 
enlarge Mead Cottage while Jean created a magnificent garden full of specimen plants.  She loved 
her garden. 

 
They also played their part in village activities.  John was particularly interested in the Village Hall.  
Jean meanwhile joined the Women's Institute and served several terms on the Committee.  She 
was a talented cook, caterer, needle-worker and craftswoman as well as being a gardener and 
flower arranger.  Jean also became a member of the Parish Council being first elected in 1969 and 
continuing until 1995.  She was Clerk in 1975-1976 and Chairman from 1980 until 1983.  She 
remained a member of the congregation at Kenn Church until her death. 

 
Jean suffered badly with arthritis and after John died she felt that she must leave Duck Lane and 
move to a bungalow in Yatton.  She continued to find her social life in Kenn and she remained a 
good friend to many people in the village.  She will be sadly missed by us all and particularly those 
whose lives have been touched by her caring and kindness. 
 

Ann Holtham 
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Edith Tripp – Thanks 
 

Pearl Ferris of Moorview, Nailsea Wall, writes to thank everybody who attended her mother Edith 
Tripp‟s funeral. 
 

She thought a lot of that which helped to made it a memorable day with special thanks to the Rev. 
John Andrews for a lovely service. Also thanks to Ray Naish for helping to make Mum‟s dreams 
come true in being buried in Kenn. 
 

Thank you all. 

Edith Annie Tripp 
 

Kenn has lost its oldest resident when Mrs Tripp died recently aged 101.  Mrs Tripp was born at 
Milton Farm, Milton, Weston-super-Mare, a farm which probably no longer exists. 
 

When she was a young girl the family moved to Jasmine Farm, Lower Claverham.  She had to 
attend the nearest school, Cleeve School, which was several miles away. She had to walk there 
across the fields. 
 

On her marriage to Roderick Tripp, she moved to Riverside, Kenn Pier.  Roderick was a small-scale 
farmer.  She always helped him milk their few cows, out in the fields in summertime. 
 

They had two daughters, Joan and Pearl. After the death of Roderick, about 40 years ago, she 
continued to live at Riverside.  Her daughter Pearl and her husband Ken lived next door.  At one 
time, Mrs Tripp with her family, ran a small greengrocery shop in Clevedon; often travelling to 
Winscombe Market at Winscombe to buy fresh produce for resale in the Clevedon Shop. 
 

Mrs Tripp had a large number of grandchildren.  In fact she was a great-great-grandmother.  She 
was a very contented person, happy to live in her small cottage on the bank of the old river Kenn. 
 

When I have delivered her parish magazine over many years, it has been a pleasure to talk to her.  I 
learned a lot from her about life in this area many years ago. 
 

In her latter years she had been wonderfully 
looked after by Pearl and Ken and their families 
and friends, so that she was able to live in her 
own home until about two years ago.  At that time 
she went to live in a nursing home in Clevedon.  
No one could have been better looked after in 
their old age than how Pearl and Ken cared for 
her. 
 

Her funeral was at Kenn Church, quite a few 
people from Kenn attended her funeral which 
was great because she was not well-known to 
many people in the village. 
 

It was her wish to be buried in Kenn Churchyard, 
which was carried out.  The funeral was 
conducted by Rev Preb John Andrews and Mrs 
Mary Holmes played the organ. 
 

With the passing of Mrs Tripp a bit of old Kenn 
has been lost forever. 

Dictated by Ray Naish and written by Leon Naish 
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A Poem by our ten year old 
Grandson George Melling, given to 
his mother, our daughter Sarah, on 
Mothering Sunday, sent to us.  

John and Grace Griffin 
 
Dear Mummy 
 
Smell the roasting lunch, 
Watch the tea pour out the spout,  
Bow to the Queen of the kitchen,  
Otherwise you'll be out!! 
 
See her men working  
They never get a rest, 
Always doing jobs around the house, 
Trying to do their best!! 
 
Now listen dear child 
Don't think your life is done, 
But if you get the wrong side of her,  
Then your Game Console will be gone. 
 
Never under estimate 
The power of your Mum, 
Beware if you're mean and nasty  
You may get a whack on the Bum!! 

Camera Club 
 
At the launch evening for the Parish Plan 
several people expressed an interest in 
starting a camera club.  So with the winter 
behind us and spring in the air, now seems a 
good time to do something about it. 
 
If you are interested let me know by email, 
phone or in person and I will set up an 
inaugural meeting.  I would also like to know 
any preferences you have for when and where 
we should meet. 
 
On the subject of Parish Plan you may have 
heard that Chip and Ray Granger are leaving 
Kenn to set up home in North Devon.  I would 
like to take this opportunity to thank Ray for 
his invaluable work in crafting the words and 
layout for our Parish Plan.  I know it was a 
significant intrusion into both Ray and Chip‟s 
professional work.  Thank you both and enjoy 
Devon. 
 
Robert Down 
 
Robert@downscote.co.uk 
Tel: 01275 349674 

The Village Market 
 

Once again the weather was kind to us and another successful market was held on the last 
Saturday of the month. We are approaching our second anniversary and still gathering new sellers. 
We now have a very varied selection of produce so if you haven't sampled our wares yet how about 
joining us on April 24

th
? 

 

I must apologise for the absence of vegetables this month. I will try to tempt local growers to help 
supply us as soon as possible. 
 

Last month we raised over £40 which was sent to The Children's Hospice in Failand. This month's 
profit will be given to Celia to add to her efforts for The Children's Society. 
 

                                          Please come along on 24
th

 April. 

Farewell Chip and Ray 
 

We say goodbye and good luck to Ray and Chip Granger, who leave Kenn for their new home in 
Great Torrington, near Barnstaple, Devon. 
 

We have enjoyed their good company for the five years plus they have been at Moorgate Lodge.  
Our village is indebted to Ray for his work on the Parish Plan.   
 

We trust they will settle into their new home and have happy memories of their time in Kenn. 
John Griffin 

mailto:Robert@downscote.co.uk
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Bird News I 
 
Bryan Thompson reported 2 Chiffchaffs in his garden on March 18th; my first were two at 
Congresbury Station site singing on the 13th.  Meanwhile John Croxton was still seeing Redwing 
and Fieldfare from Duck Lane on the 19th.  The weather must be more wintry in Duck Lane than at 
the north end of Kenn Street!  (Editor’s note - Fieldfares were on the village green in mid-March - I watched them 

for hours when I should have been working….) 
 

Bill Pugh said that he had  been told of a Raven on Congresbury Moor.  There is at least one pair 
around that area and probably others on Kenn Moor.  Snipe were down to 6 at YACWAG‟s 
Congresbury Moor reserve, but there were 26 at the Kenn Moor site, with 2 Stonechats early in the 
month.  Littlewood was fairly quiet but a Woodcock was still present on the 11th. 
 
A Barn Owl flew over Kenn Moor Road at dusk one evening and John, Bryan and myself would be 
pleased to hear of any sightings. 
 
Along the sea wall there were 4,000 Dunlin at the beginning of the month but we could only locate 
100 on the 19th.  However, John, Bryan and myself did see a Great White Egret there - these big 
White Herons look as if they are set to follow the population surge of the Little Egret - watch this 
space.  The first Wheatear and 2 Sand Martins were logged on the same morning. 
 
Early indications are that the Somerset Levels Bitterns are (literally) booming.  They seem to have 
survived the winter well and 2010 could be another record year.  They should be particularly visible 
in May when they are feeding young. 
 
Jill and I visited the Kite feeding station at Gigrin Farm, Rhayader, http://www.gigrin.co.uk/ 
on a bitterly cold but gloriously sunny day.  About a hundred Red Kites were visible at any one time, 
and probably at least two hundred came in to feed.  There was also a spectacular “white” Kite (a 

leucistic Red Kite), and a black Kite - unringed 
but origin unknown.  The whole spectacle was 
truly stunning and something that no one could 
have envisaged just a dozen years ago. 
 

Trevor Riddle 
01934 835208 

Black Kite 

“White” Kite 

http://www.gigrin.co.uk/
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Bird News Extra! 
 
First swallows of the year seen over Staples field  
9.25am 25th March. 
 

John Croxton 

Join the campaign against 

illegal hunting in Malta 
19/01/2010 10:42:43  
 

International action to stop illegal hunting in 
Malta 
 
January 2010.  
 
BirdLife Malta (BirdLife Partner) and the BirdLife International 
Partners in Europe and Africa have launched an international 
campaign aimed at Maltese Prime Minister Lawrence Gonzi 
demanding the proper enforcement of the EU Birds Directive, 
which has been largely ignored since EU membership. 
Significant part of this campaign is an international petition, 
which can be signed online. 
 
BirdLife Partners are demanding an end to the illegal killing 
of migratory protected birds that are regularly shot over 
Malta. BirdLife also demands that the Maltese Government 
ensures that a spring hunting and trapping season for 
European Turtle-dove and Common Quail is never re-
opened on the island. 
 
"Illegal hunting in Malta is a serious concern for the BirdLife 
International Partnership because of the scale of the illegal 
activity and lack of efficient governmental action against it", 
commented Angelo Caserta - Regional Director of BirdLife 
International European Division in Brussels. 
 
"BirdLife is not against legal hunting and we do not endorse any sort of tourism boycott against Malta 
as wrongly claimed by the hunting lobby. It is not those who are calling for an end to illegal hunting 
that are giving Malta a bad name but rather the poachers who are shooting down the same birds 
other countries are investing millions of euros to protect. The authorities insist on downplaying the 
true scale of poaching and refrain from taking effective action to end this practice" he added. 

Honey buzzard shot and killed in Malta. 

http://www.birdlifemalta.org/petition/sign/
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KENN VILLAGE LUNCH 
 

TUESDAY 13
th

 APRIL 
 

From  12pm onwards 
 

Where you will find the best carvery in town 

 

Angelina’s  Restaurant 
Warren‟s Holiday Village 

Colehouse Lane 
Kenn 

 

WEDNESDAY 21
st

 APRIL 
10am until midday 

 
COFFEE MORNING 

 

where you can try our range of Carwardines Speciality 
Coffees from Cappuccino to Espresso 

 

COME ALONG AND BRING A FRIEND 
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Computer Repairs & Upgrades at Your 
Home or Office 

 

 

COMPUTER STARTING SLOWLY? 
SICK OF GETTING NASTY VIRUSES? 

OVERCOME WITH POPUPS AND SPYWARE? 
IS YOUR CONFIDENTIAL DATA AT RISK? 

HERE ARE SOME OF OUR SERVICE PACKAGES 
  
Health Check/Tune Up 
Spyware/Virus Removal 
Data Transfer 
Secure Wireless Network Installation & Setup 
Internet Security and Anti-Virus 
Hardware Upgrades & Installation 
Troubleshooting Windows™ 

With years of experience working in a busy IT office we have been 
asked to fix all sorts of problems. There is not much that we've not 
seen or done when it comes to computers. So, if your computer is 
unwell or if it's in need of a boost and some TLC trust us to help 
you. 

For more information call 0800 756 9928 or visit 
www.quaycomputerservices.com 


